NEWS RELEASE

GARSONS FARM WINS UK PICK-YOUR-OWN OF THE YEAR AWARD… AGAIN!
Garsons Farm in Esher, Surrey, has been awarded the title of Pick Your Own farm of the Year from the National Farmers’ Retail and Markets’ Association (FARMA). This is the third time that the farm has been awarded the much coveted title. Farm shop manager, Nigel Chandler, also scooped the Community Spirit Award for his commitment to the sector. The decision was announced at the FARMA awards on Tuesday 26 January, as part of the Farm & More conference.
The Pick-your-own award is sponsored by Tozer Direct, who have been providing seeds to farmers and growers across the UK for over 70 years, and have a long-established relationship with FARMA.
The Thompson family have been trading at Garsons farm since 1871, first as market gardeners, then as retailers, now with a farm shop, garden centre and pick-your-own (PYO). 120 acres are dedicated solely to the PYO, which is open to the public from the first asparagus in May to pumpkins in October. More than 40 crops (106 varieties) are available to pick, with favourites like strawberries and raspberries on offer from early summer until the first frosts. Gladioli, dahlias, sweet peas, sunflowers, and the herb Phacelia, all for picking are a much-loved bonus.

The PYO site itself is impressive, with fields kept tidy and pests and diseases at a minimum using handweeding and biological methods wherever possible. There is excellent signage and easy access to every field with an inbuilt road system to help older and disabled customers. Friendly, informative staff are also on hand in each field to advise on the best places to pick and to take payment in kiosks so you don’t have to go all the way back to the shop or garden centre. 
Gareth Jones of FARMA commented, “Garsons farm offers quality food and excellent customer service that sets a precedent for the industry. With a vast range of fresh, delicious produce available to pick at value for money prices, it’s just what today’s customer is looking for.  Congratulations to everyone at Garsons.”
Ends

For more information:

Garson Farm at Esher, Winterdown Road, West End, Esher, Surrey, KT10 8LS

Contact: Peter Thompson Tel: 01372 464778
FARMA, Rita Exner or Gareth Jones: 0845 45 88 420 www.farma.org.uk
Notes to Editors:

The National Farmers’ Retail & Markets Association (FARMA) is a 700-strong farmer-owned co-operative that represents and supports direct sales to the consumer in all its forms: farm shops, pick-your-own farms, farmers’ markets, box schemes and internet sales.  

The FARMA Awards are peer-led, judged by former award winner and farm retail experts. In the initial stages, applicants submit a detailed entry form followed by FARMA sending in a ‘mystery shopper’ to the farm shop, the finalists are then selected; in next stage, all finalists are visited and assessed by the team of judges before the winners are selected by the panel.

Judges look for an award-winning combination of commitment to food, farming and the environment, a head for retail and management, customer-focused attitudes, and the ability to bring these elements together in creative and inspirational ways.
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The founder of the local food movement in the 1970s, pick-your-own has received renewed interest in the past few years with the growing public interest in fresh, local and seasonal food, and an increasing number of professionally run farm sites to choose from. Garsons farm in Esher is certainly a prime example of today’s friendly, informative, well-maintained farm retail site, offering an overwhelming selection of great quality fruit and vegetables from early spring until the first frosts. 

