NEWS RELEASE
SEVEN FARM SHOPS REACH 2010 BEST BUTCHERY AWARD FINALS
A full over-the-counter butchery service is now an essential part of many farm shops, especially for many of this year’s awards entrants who rear their own meat and poultry. Seven farm shops were eventually chosen as UK finalists for this year’s FARMA ‘Best on-farm butchery’ Award for their impressive displays of own and locally sourced produce, and fantastic customer service. The overall winner will be announced at Farm & More, the farm retail sector’s national event on 26 January 2010. 
The seven finalists include: Back to Nature Farm Shop, Surrey; Battlefield 1403, Shropshire; Beadlam Grange Farm Shop, North Yorkshire; Blacker Hall Farm Shop, West Yorkshire; Farmer Copleys, West Yorkshire; Knitsley Farm Shop, County Durham; Newlyns Farm Shop, Hampshire.

Gareth Jones, of FARMA, commented, “With many of this year’s entrants offering an impressive butchery service selling their own meat, it has been challenge to shortlist just a handful of finalists. Those who have been selected offer an exceptionally high quality and quantity of products, the expertise of craft butchers, excellent presentation, marketing and business skills. It is a service where the local foods sector excels.”
In the stages completed so far, a detailed entry form was submitted followed by FARMA sending in a ‘mystery shopper’ to produce a report; in the next stage, the farm shops will be visited and assessed by others from the farm retailing sector. ‘This stage of the judging process is crucial,’ said Rita Exner, FARMA Secretary. ‘A customer’s experience of their farm shop visit is vital to the business, but so are first-class retailing and management skills which make the most of the great foods available to them from their own and neighbouring farms – this is what will see farm shops still thriving in ten years’ time. Congratulations to all the finalists – it’s a fantastic achievement.’
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Notes to Editors:

The National Farmers’ Retail & Markets Association (FARMA) is a 700-strong farmer-owned co-operative that represents and supports direct sales to the consumer in all its forms: farm shops, pick-your-own farms, farmers’ markets, box schemes and internet sales.  
It sets standards for farm shops and farmers’ markets with an independent inspection and Certification mark to ensure that they are the genuine article; and works to improve retailing and marketing skills throughout the industry.  The FARMA Awards have been running since 2002. 
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